Definitions

Racism

As an ideology, racism is the belief that population groups, defined as distinct
“races,” generally possess traits, characteristics or abilities, which distinguish
them as either superior or inferior to other groups in certain ways. In short, racism
is the belief that a particular race is (or certain races are) superior or inferior to
another race or races.

Institutional Racism

As a system, racism is an institutional arrangement, maintained by policies,
practices and procedures — both formal and informal — in which some persons
typically have more or less opportunity than others, and in which such persons
receive better or worse freatment than others, because of their respective racial
identities. Additionally, institutional racism involves denying persons
opportunities, rewards, or various benefits on the basis of race, to which those
individuals are otherwise entitled. In short, racism is a system of inequality, based
on race.

White Privilege

White privilege refers to any advantage, opportunity, benefit, head start, or
general protection from negative societal mistreatment, which persons deemed
white will typically enjoy, but which others will generally not enjoy. These benefits
can be material (such as greater opportunity in the labor market, or greater net
worth, due to a history in which whites had the ability to accumulate wealth to a
greater extent than persons of color), social (such as presumptions of
competence, creditworthiness, law-abidingness, intelligence, etc.) or
psychological (such as not having to worry about triggering negative
stereotypes, rarely having to feel out of place, not having to worry about racial
profiling, etc.).
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